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FRIENDS OF BEDFIELD HERITAGE 

UPDATE NO. 2 - APRIL 2024 

 
Who are we and what do we do? 

 

Set up in 2022, the Friends are a charity with over 60 members from the local community. We are 

a fundraising group aiming to support the upkeep of the historic fabric of St. Nicholas Church and 

improve the facilities it offers to be at the heart of village life.  

 

Individuals give their time and their talents to support community events and activities, to 

fundraise and to help with the maintenance of the church fabric. 

The Friends are overseen by a Committee, comprising

Jane Sullivan – Chair 

Andrew Pritchard –  

Vice-Chair 

Chris Leverick -

Treasurer 

Lin Ford 

Susan Leverick 

Camilla Rhodes 

Debi Squirrell 

 

Our Priorities 

 

We have identified three priority projects: 

• The provision of a village composting toilet in the grounds of St Nicholas Church. This would 

be open to all, fully accessible, free to use and open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• To examine the feasibility of restoring and refurbishing the church tower to enable the bells 

to be rung and the hardboard over the vestry to be replaced with glazing. 

• To capture and record the past and present development of Bedfield and its community for 

future generations to enjoy.  

 

Achievements to Date 

 

✓ Toilet Project: The architectural plans have been drawn up. We have gained the approval of 

the Church bodies and the initial support of Bedfield Parish Council to the project. We have 

recently initiated discussions with the District Council in respect of a planning application 

which we hope can be formally submitted shortly. 

 

✓ Tower Project: A structural survey of the Tower and an assessment of the bells was 

undertaken in March this year and we are awaiting the written report. 

 

✓ We are exploring all possible avenues for grants to enable our priority projects to come to 

fruition. 

 

✓ We gained Charitable Incorporated Organisational status in January this year. This is 

effectively, charitable status (Ref: 1206355) - which will have many benefits including being 

able to seek Gift Aid on donations. 

 

✓ We have a dedicated Friends email address: friendsofbedfieldheritage@gmail.com   
 

✓ In 2023 we organised: 

✓ Three days of Coronation celebrations 

✓ Framlingham On The Hill Christmas craft stall followed by sales at the Community Hub  

✓ Christmas Carols at the Community Hub  

✓ Monthly delivery of the Church and Village Newsletter to 180 Bedfield properties  

 

✓ To date, the Friends have raised £5000 through fundraising events.  
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Fundraising Events 2024 

 

Events are being planned to include: 

❖ 29 & 30 June: Open Gardens  

❖ 3 August: Church Sleepover  

❖ October: Musical event  

❖ November and December: Christmas events   

 

 

Our Bedfield Partners 

 

We wish to continue to work closely with all the other groups within the Bedfield community. We 

have successfully worked with the Parish Council and the Bedfield and Monk Soham Community 

Club in using their facilities for some of our events over the last year. We work closely with the 

Parochial Church Council (PCC) to ensure that our aims and projects are aligned. The PCC also run 

their own events to cover the costs of the day to day running of the church. We wish to grow 

relationships with, for example, the School and the Bedfield Trust over time. After all – we are all 

serving the same community and there are enormous benefits for all in working well together. 
 

 

How can you help? 

 

Join the Friends: Membership is free and is open to all - without any qualms about whether one 

attends services or not, what your beliefs are – or were – or whether you have any religious beliefs 

at all. The group has in its membership some of the most Christian, non-Christian members! 

Friends can be involved in as few, or as many, things as they like with no pressure – just bring 

yourself and some laughter. 

 

Volunteer: We cannot make any of this happen without the help of our community to organise and 

assist at events and contribute to our projects with their time, expertise and enthusiasm. For 

example, we are looking for someone (or more than one person) to lead on our third project - the 

History Project – please email if you are interested and with no obligation, further details can be 

supplied. 

 

Support the planning application for the village toilet once it has been submitted to the District 

Council by writing to the Planning Authority. 

 

Bake, Eat Cake and Donate: Most (if not all) of our events involve cake! If you can bake and/or eat 

cake - this raises much needed funds! But - all donations welcomed! 

 

Any Comments or Suggestions?  

Please get in touch: 

email: friendsofbedfieldheritage@gmail.com    
Phone: Jane Sullivan 07580 386015 

Website: Bedfield.onesuffolk.net   

 

And finally …. 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has supported the Friends! We could not have raised the 

funds without you!  

We look forward to your support in 2024. 
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