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Thanks to all the deliverers of this magazine 

Donõt blame them as Janaury magazine is always  

late. This is due to printers being closed over the  

New Year.  

.ŜŘŬŜƭŘ  Υ     Anne, Barbara, Gill, Jane & Andy,                  

Julie & Nigel, Maria,  Barry & Frank, Mike, Robert, Swelly, Val 
and Winnie 
Monk Soham : Gay, Maeve and Graham, Sue, Marie and 
Geoff. 

{ƻǳǘƘƻƭǘ  :  Mandy  ¢ŀƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ Υ   Chloe 

²ƻǊƭƛƴƎǿƻǊǘƘ : Emma, Sandra, Annie and Carolyn, Stevie, 
Chris, Remi, Bernard , Juliette, Graham, Carol,  Mike,      
Rosemary, Charles, Beverley, Rachel,  Vera, Rob  and  Jenny  
who  sorts and delivers to   deliverers  and  also delivers   and 
Val .   
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 The Late Shirley Rutterford  

 

The community of St. Mary's Worlingworth are saddened to hear that 
Shirley passed away overnight 25/26th December 2025. 

 

As you recall Shirley with affection, and all that she did as secretary and 
Churchwarden of  St. Mary's since she retired back to Worlingworth 
and joined the PCC, please remember her in your prayers and        
commend her soul to the glory of Heaven. Christ came at Christmas to 
save and now he has taken one of his loyal servants at this special time! 

The good condition of the fabric of Worlingworth Church is evidence 
to the dedication Shirley had for our historic building. 

As secretary, Shirley was deeply involved with fund-raising and was our 
contact with architects and builders to achieve the success of repair 
projects! 

These projects included: The Nave roof, the Tower, the Chancel roof 
and the Flushwork. Just to name four major items in this millennium! 

 

Thank you Shirley for the Love you had for your Church and         
Community. 

Would you please hold Shirley's family and friends in your prayers, as 
they experience  this difficult mix of Christmas Joy and 
Sadness. 

May she rest in Peace and rise in Glory 

May God Bless you at this time of mourning. 
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Happy New Year to all our customers. 

The Post Office in Bedfield is open   

every Tuesday morning from: 

9.15 a.m. to 11.15 a.m. in the          

Community Hub. 

Did you know? Not only can you buy 

stamps and send parcels, but you can also bank cash 

into your bank account and withdraw cash (even if you 

bank with another provider). With so many high street 

banks closing this is a useful service. 

The pop-up Coffee Shop also opens every Tuesday from 

10.00 a.m. to 12 noon. Freshly baked, warm scones (fruit 

or cheese) are always available to eat in or takeaway,   

gluten free fruit scones also available. 

If you havenôt visited before, come and join us for a   
cuppa and a catch up with friends and neighbours. Open 
to all, everyone welcome. 

Open Gardens 13th & 14th June in Bedfield 

Save the date ð we will be opening our gardens to 

welcome you.  

Refreshments will be available 

This is to raise funds for St Nicholas church 

More details nearer the time 
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The Friends of Bedfield Heritage would like to say 

Thank you! 

Thank you to all those who: 

Made 

Created 

Donated and Bought 

Items for Festive Frolic 2025 

Thank you to those who:  

 

Provided the Tree & the Green 

Chopped and Re-erected 

Lit and sang around 

The Bedfield Christmas Tree 

And Thank you to the fabulous elves who made all this 

magic happen! 

As a result of all the activities over the Festive Season  

over £3000  

has been raised and weôre still counting! 

 

If you wish to join the Friends and help us create more fun 
in 2026, contact Jane on 07580 386015 or email:                                          
friendsofbedfieldheritage@gmail.com 
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The next meeting of the Parish Council is on  

Wednesday 12th January 2026 at 7.30pm  

in the Community Centre 

All are welcome 

clerk@worlingworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Minutes of previous parish council meetings can be viewed 

on the village website at https://worlingworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP ORGANISE A SPRING CLEAN 

The Parish Council is looking to organise a Spring Clean in 2026, but needs       

volunteers to help run the event.  If you are willing to help out then please contact 

the Parish Clerk, so that a working party can be formed to ensure that we can get 

back to organising this annual village tidy up. 

NEW WEBSITE 

The Parish Council has recently made the move to a gov.uk domain   

website.  Please visit us at www.worlingworthparishcouncil.gov.uk where 

you can sign up for notifications when new information is added. 

https://worlingworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.worlingworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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New Year Letter from Rev.Christine Smart 

Dear All, by the time you will be reading this,       
another Christmas will have come and gone, and the 
New Year festivities will be coming to an end. We 
will be entering Epiphany on 6th January when we 
await the arrival of the Kings. And I am in a very  
reflective mood! I completed my first year as Priest 
in Charge of the Four Rivers churches on 17th      
December and cannot begin to thank you all for the 
support that you have given me following the loss of 
Michelle just after my appointment in 2024 and  
subsequently the death of my little dog Bunty just a 
month or so ago. But life goes on and the good Lord 
always finds way to help us through the darkest 
times and brings us back into the light. So, what do 
your New Year resolutions look like? Mine surround 
peace and love particularly reflecting upon the 
atrocities we saw in 2025 around the world,       
particularly in Gaza and also on Bondi Beach at the      
Hannukah festival in December to name but a very 
few. My prayer for 2026 is that we will all learn   to 
live together, to love one another and to learn     
forgiveness as our Lord taught us to do. I pray that 
people who may have fallen out with one another 
will make it up and that we may see the fruits of 
this in our congregations throughout 2026. 

So Happy New Year to you all! May God bless you 
and may you feel his love as you journey 
through 2026. Prayers and blessings, Reverend 
Chrissie. 07803 134301 ï 
rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 
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Defibrillator locations  : Worlingworth Community Centre  

   Bedfield Hub,  Cricket Pavilion in Bedfield ,  and Jewson's gates in Monk Soham. 
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Please note that if you wish to contact me about any tree warden business my email 
address is now-as per parish council changes.  

treewarden@worlingworthparish.councilgov.uk 

My private email remains the same. 

Although Woodland Trust have exhausted their offer for free trees and hedging for this 
year small grants are available from the Parish Council. For further information 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Francis Muldoon    Tree Warden 

 

Our Club 
Wednesday 14th January 2026, 2.00 ð 4.00pm 

At Bedfield & Monk Soham Community Hub,          

(IP13 7JE) 

Tea and Planning Get TogetherJoin us for an afternoon tea 

as we catch-up after Christmas and discuss and plan our program 

for the forthcoming year.  Please bring along your ideas and sug-

gestions to help us plan our events. Any contributions for the tea 

table are most welcome. 

We shall also play the ôOur Clubõ raffle game, please bring a 

small wrapped present.   

Our Club is open to everyone regardless of where you live 

Debbie ð 07872 299490   Claire ð 07444 535183 

With thanks to both Mid Suffolk Council and the Community Club for 

their support. 

mailto:treewarden@worlingworthparish.councilgov.uk
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WORLINGWORTH CofE PRIMARY  

We would like to wish everyone in our community a very ôHappy  & Peaceful New Yearõ. We look 

forward to collaborating together in the months ahead, including for our 150 year celebrations in the 

summer ! 

 

World Explorers We start the new year with our curriculum being designed around our new whole -

school topic : ôOur World Above & Belowõ. This is an exciting geography and science-based topic. Dragon 

Class will begin by exploring light & dark, Phoenix Class delve into learning about space, Pegasus and 

Griffin Classes will look above and below to understand how volcanoes and earthquakes are created, 

where they are in our world and the impact they have on populations.  Throughout their learning chil-

dren will have many opportunities to read about this topic increasing their knowledge.  Our Book Buzz 

areas are looking inviting, full of enticing books as our children return to their classrooms. There are 

several exciting enrichment events planned to deepen our childrenõs learning about our world includ-

ing a visit to a Planetarium.  

Fundraising Success Last term, our School Council and our school community worked together with 

the diocese to fundraise for a water tank for a community in Kagera, Tanzania.  After a Charity Walk, a 

Bake Sale and a Christmas Party we have raised £930 in total. Thank you to everyone who supported 

us in this campaign. We are delighted to be able to donate this amount to the Diocese for their Kagera 

Project and we look forward to hearing how our funds are used to make a difference to the lives of 

others.  

Rainbow Value This term our collective worship will focus on our Rainbow Value of Co -operation.  

The children will reflect on how Christian beliefs demonstrate co -operation and they will read bible 

stories to understand how to support one another as God wanted. We are having a special Rainbow 

Value Co-operation Day this month when the children will practise the skills needed to co -operate 

successfully in a range of activities in their jewel houses.  

Seeds & Saplings Preschool Group ð Free To All Families  

Our weekly preschool and baby group starts on 13th January from 11-12pm . It is held every Tuesday 
in our Early Years Classroom and Nursery Garden.  Anyone is welcome to bring their pre -schoolers 
and babies along to play and explore. It is also a chance to have a relaxed cuppa and meet other parents 
and our Early Years Team.  
 

Willows Nursery ( rated Outstanding)  Our full -time nursery for 2 -year-olds and up-

wards, is a caring, happy place full of curious and independent learners. We cur-

rently have some places available. We always welcome new parents to come and 

look around so please do contact the office if you would like to arrange a visit to 

see the learning in action and meet us.  

 

Advent Trail Thanks  Thank you to everyone who displayed a window for our 

Advent Trail. They all looked lovely and we received lots of compliments from 

people who had spotted them as they went on a Christmas walk.  

 

Road Safety Reminder  

Winter is definitely upon us and with it comes darker cold mornings and after-

noons, so please can we remind all members of the community to drive carefully 
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St Nicholas Church, Bedfield, was supported by   
riders Simon Parker, Helen O'sullivan,               
Jane O'Sullivan who yet again worked hard to   
support the church, together with generous support 
from the Parish of Bedfield and last but not least 
our volunteers throughout the day at the church. 

  

Thank you to RBL Poppy Collectors/Counters in the 
Worlingworth District, Schools, Tuckwells and   
Jewsons who raised the grand total of Ã2,117-18p 
which included St Mary Church collection.  We also 
had quite a few direct debit contributions of which 
we have no details to date.  Last but not least the 
people of Bedingfield who provided a well          
supported afternoon tea, not to be missed. 

                                     Monk Soham 

Monk Soham Carol Service 

 

The Monk Soham Carol Service was held at St. Peterôs church on 
Sunday 14th December, led by the Revôd Rebecca Artiss.  

The Pastoral Quire was in good voice and led the joyful signing.  

The service took the form of six lessons and traditional Christmas 
carols, which was enjoyed by all in attendance. Thanks was given 
for the well decorated church, many thanks to all who helped with 
this in anyway.  

Thanks also to the Revôd Artiss for leading the service, the Pastoral 
Quire, those who read the lessons, Tim for playing the Organ, and 
Malcolm with his team Ringing the bells. 
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News from Worlingworth Cricket Club  

As we head into 2026, we at Worlingworth CC can look back on 2025 and the season 
gone as a tale of two halves for our menõs sides, and resounding success for our ladies. 
For the Saturday side, they fought tooth and nail from a tough first part of the season 
and bottom of the table to take it to the last game with only one point separating us 
and safety. A nail-biter ensued, with either team in the ascendancy at points, but the 

opposition came out on top and our relegation was confirmed. Ultimately, despite the 
ending, the story of the season was fun and competitive cricket! Hereõs hoping in a 
much more local division next year we can build on this seasonõs efforts and get our-
selves into the promotion spots. If youõre interested in competitive cricket then get in 

touch, weõre always looking for new players. 

The Sunday side similarly had a season of two halves, the first half filled with what 
cricket is all about; getting involved and having a good time with good mates! There 

were a few nailbiters, a few drubbings (not always us), and a whole load of laughs. The 
second half was a bit hit and miss with a league reshuffle, but now thatõs done next 
season is looking rosy. Weõve had several new players join whoõve got stuck in bril-
liantly, and weõre always looking for others regardless of ability too, so if Sunday 

cricket sounds up your street get in touch! 

The ladiesõ first season of softball cricket was a triumph, no tale of two halves there. 
Lots of new players joined for a summer of league and tournament play; the latter was 

great to see so many women and girls getting stuck into cricket, and bodes well for 
next year with hopefully more and more joining in and having a go. 

A big thank you must go to everyone who supports the club, and of 
course our sponsors, Tuckwellõs, Ashtons Legal and Muddy Matches, for 

making all that awesome cricket happen. 

Speaking of having a go, our Give cricket a Go sessions returned in the Autumn and 
will continue until the Spring at Thomas Mills  sports center. Open to any and all, you 
can come along and try your hand at one of the best sports going alongside our friendly 
and welcoming players, from both the menõs and womenõs sides. More details are on 
the poster, or our website worlingworthcc.co.uk  ( see advert Page 8) 
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D.G Carpentry and Joinery. 

Renovations Extensions,   Roofing 

Kitchen installations , Flooring.  

Tel 07913 291732 

<dgcarpentryjoinery@hotmail.co.uk> 
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